
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eustoma grandiflorum F1 
Matador  
 

Matador is a 100% all-double flowering, genetically 
compact Lisianthus for pot plant production, requiring little 
or no growth regulator. 
 

 Compact plants bear large double flowers 
 Naturally basal-branching habit with flower 

heads held above compact foliage 
 Strong rooting system 
 For professional pot plant production 

 

 
 

 
Annual  Pot Plant 

 
Indoor + patio  Half shade + full sun 

 Upright  - 

 
20 cm  Pellet 

 
15 cm 

 
9-12 cm 

 

 
 

Culture Guide 

Plug Culture 
Stage 1 (days 1-14) Single sow pelleted seeds carefully in deep plug trays filled with a well-drained media. If 

using a germination chamber it is not necessary to cover the seed. If germinating in the greenhouse a 
light cover of vermiculite is recommended to maintain sufficient humidity. Never allow the media to 
dry out during germination. A pH between 6.5-7.2 is recommended to provide sufficient calcium 
levels. 1,100-3,200 lux of light is needed for germination. Maintain high humidity and sufficient 
moisture to melt the pellet. Never allow the pellet to dry out during the germination period. 

Stage 2 (days 15-21) After seedlings emerge, remove the seedling flats from the germination area and place 
them in a location with good air circulation. Be careful not to allow the night temperature to exceed 
22°C to prevent rosette problems, (induced resting stage), which is difficult to cure. To avoid rosetting 
in warm areas, keep cool temperatures at night 15-17°C and days between 25-27°C until transplant. 
The key point is to grow cool at night for 12 hours. This "cool system" will help avoid forming rosettes 
under warmer non-optimum temperature conditions. Reduce moisture levels to encourage root 
penetration. Lower the temperature to 15-20°C and provide a light feed between 100-150 ppm N 
from a well-balanced calcium nitrate based fertilizer. 

Stage 3 (days 21-56) The young seedlings are very slow in growth and should not be exposed to high night 
temperatures (>22°C) which induce rosetting. Other facotrs to avoid are low light and excess 
humidity, which invite both disease and overgrowth of the seedlings. Lisianthus is native to the 
southewestern U.S. This area, (West Texas, Arizona, and Southern Colorado), has alkaline soils so 
using a calcium based fertilizer promotes strong and healthy seedlings. Fertilize the seedlings with 
150 ppm N as needed. 

Stage 4 (days 57-60) Seedlings begin to fill in the plug tray and should now have 4-6 true leaves. Although 
Lisianthus have sensitive roots, these roots should hold the plug now. Do not delay transplanting to 
ensure that root system stays active. 

  
Pack & Pot Culture 
In general In general, one plant per 10 cm pot and 3 plants per 15 cm pot is recommended. Overcrowding of 

plants can promote disease; especially botrytis. Lisianthus Matador is a facultative long day plant and 
flowers quicker when the days are greater than 14 hours. 

Media Use a rich media with abundant organic matter that is well-drained, especially in the cool season 
where media is slow to dry. Maintain a Ph of 6.5-7.0 and an EC level between 0.5 and 1.0 is 
recommended. 

Transplanting Transplant seedlings when they are young and actively growing, (around the fourth true leaf stage). In 
order to avoid stem rot, take care not to bury the plants too deep. Setting the plugs a little "high" in 
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the container will guard against Rhizoctonia. To ensure a healthy start, maintain high relative 
humidity for 10 days after transplanting and do not let the soil dry out. 

Temperature Maintain a temperature of 16-18°C at night and 20-25°C during the day. 
Fertilizer Fertilize with 200 ppm of Nitrogen using a well-balanced Calcium Nitrate based fertilizer. 
Lighting In order to accelerate flowering, light the plants with 500 lux for 16 hours using night interruption at 

22:00-02:00. If plants are lighted and a minimum temperature of 15°C is maintained, the plants 
should start to flower in late March to early April. If no lighting is applied and a minimum temperature 
of 15°C is maintained, the plants should flower in late April. If the plants are not lighted and the night 
temperature drops below 15°C at night, the plants will begin flowering in May. 

Growth 
regulators 

Not required. 

Pests & 
diseases 

Botrytis, Phytophtora, Downy Mildew, Rhizoctonia, Fusarium. 

 

All information given is intended for general guidance only and is believed to be accurate. Cultural details are based on 
Northern Hemisphere conditions and Sakata cannot be held responsible for any crop damage related to the information 

given herein. Application of recommended growth regulators and chemicals are subject to local legislations and 
manufacturer's label instructions.
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